Town of Farmington
Economic Development Committee

Meeting Minutes

November 18, 2014
Selectmen’s Chambers

356 Main Street

Commission Members Present:                  Commission Members Absent:

Gail Young,Chairman                            Elaine Aylard 

Ann Titus                                      Jodi Connolly-excused

Denise Roy-Palmer                              Bill Tsiros

Joan Funk

Brian St.Onge, Board of Selectmen

1.Call to Order/Pledge:

Chairman Young called the meeting to order at 6 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

2.Review of Minutes:

September 9, 2014- Motion:(Titus,second Roy-Palmer)to accept the minutes as submitted passed 5-0.

November 4, 2014- Page 1,end of first paragraph,change the year 2016 to 2015. Motion:(Roy-Palmer,second Funk)to approve the minutes as amended passed 5-0.

3.Discussion on TIF District:

Member Funk suggested talking to John Scruton about the TIF District to gain his views on the subject.It is thought that he was opposed to the proposal and spoke against it at the last Town Meeting.She suggested it may useful to hear his opinions.

Member Roy-Palmer said the proposal was presented in three warrant articles last year-1.determine the area,2.create the plan and 3.obtain financing.All three articles failed.She said the committee needs to decide whether to separate the proposal into one or two warrant articles and decide what needs to be done first.

Selectmen St.Onge said if the proposal affects the tax rate,voters will not approve it.He expressed concerns about trying to extend the sewer lines with no money to pay for it,how to obtain financing for the project and how to get businesses to agree to come to the district with no sewer service in that area.He added that the proposal would go over like a lead balloon at Town Meeting if residents failed to understand how the plan works.

Chairman Young said that according to the handout distributed last year,the estimated cost for extending the sewer lines along Rt.153 to the intersection of Rt.11 is about $1.2 million.Member Funk stated The town would not be borrowing money for the sewer work as funding for the project would come from the TIF account and state and federal grants. 

Commissioners also discussed how to get information out to the public.Member Titus suggested the commission plan to make a presentation and speak to the warrant article at Town Meeting.Member Funk suggested the commission request another joint meeting with the Planning Board and hold public meetings at the Town Hall including a Power Point presentation to explain the plan.Other ideas included televised information on the local community TV channel,handouts at the transfer station,send digital copies of the handout to businesses by e-mail and to ask Planning Director Kathy Mendici what was effective and what was not effective during the last attempt to inform the public.

4.Old Business: None

5.New Business:

Roy-Palmer told the commission that representatives of the Strafford County Regional Planning Commission and UNH have been working on a plan to promote community assets and resources to tourists in the region.They hope to create an alliance of area communities which would include Farmington,Milton,Wakefield,Middleton,Brookfield and New Durham.The purpose is to promote activities,conservation assets, culture and history of the area to attract tourists.Plans include constructing a website,developing brochures and billboards.The group has chosen the name "Moose Mountain Regional Alliance" to identify the area,but members did not think the name adequately reflects the region.Roy-Palmer said she will attend a tourism event hosted by the alliance on November 21 in Wakefield,NH and forward her notes to the town boards.

6.Next Meeting:

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday,December 9 at 6 p.m.

7.Adjournment:

Motion:(Titus,second St.Onge)to adjourn passed 5-0 at 7:45 p.m.  

Respectively submitted,

Kathleen Magoon

Recording Secretary
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